February 2013

HAPPY
VALENTINE’S
DAY
FROM BOYS &
GIRLS CLUBS!

WOFFORD SUCCESS INITIATIVE SPONSORS SWIM LESSONS
Wofford College’s Success Initiative is sponsoring
swimming lessons for 4th and 5th grade members of
our Mary H. Wright, Cleveland, and Chapman Boys
& Girls Clubs. Wofford freshman Alex Vary has recruited and trained a team of fellow Wofford students
to volunteer for the project, and coordinated the lessons with the Spartanburg Swim Center. Alex also
worked to secure a donation of swimsuits and goggles for the project from the Y-Spartaquatics swim
club.

Participating Club members will attend four weekly
sessions at the Swim Center. Lessons are led by
Swim Center instructors with Wofford volunteers assisting. Thanks so much to Alex Vary and Wofford’s Success Initiative for providing this great
opportunity for our members! The Success Initiative is part of the Mungo Center for Professional Excellence at Wofford. Pictured right, Mary H. Wright
Club members enjoy their first lesson.

PAYLESS GIVES SHOES FOR 200 UPSTATE CLUB MEMBERS

Boys & Girls Clubs of the Upstate is pleased to announce that we were selected as an official partner of Payless Gives
Shoes 4 Kids, an annual giving program from Payless ShoeSource. Our Clubs collaborated with our local Payless store
at Westgate Mall, which hosted twelve in-store shopping events. Two-hundred of our neediest Club members recieved a
brand new pair of shoes during these events. Thanks to Payless ShoeSource and the staff of our local Payless store
for helping Upstate families in need. Pictured above, Club members show off their new shoes during an in-store shopping event.

CLUB MEMBERS DISPLAY ART

Fifty Club members from nine Spartanburg Clubs had art on
display at Westgate Mall during the month of January. Members were honored for their achievements during a reception
on January 9th. First place winners in each Exhibit category
will be entered into Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s National
Fine Arts Exhibit.
Club members will display their photography this Spring at
the Chapman Cultural Center during our Annual Afterschool
Showcase which will take place on May 17th at 4pm. Save
the date!
Pictured left, Kannon Coates, a fifth grade member of our O.P.
Earle Elementary Club shows of his award-winning art.

CLUBS BRING BOOKS TO LIFE

Our afterschool reading enrichment program KidzLit
brings books to life for our young readers by drawing connections to real-life and engaging kids in fun, interactive
discussions, games and activities. First graders at Chapman Elementary Boys & Girls Club just finished the book
Hiromi’s Hands about one of the first female sushi chefs
in New York. Every story in the KidzLit program contains a
good character lesson. Hiromi’s Hands teaches that working hard toward a goal can take a lot of time and patience;
and that even if something has not been done before, you
can still try to achieve it. Members finished up their exploration of this story with a sushi party. Pictured right, De’Avion
Davis and Deijhon Martin are excited to taste sushi for the
first time. KidzLit was created by the Developmental Studies Center specifically for afterschool programs, and its
goal is to make reading fun.
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