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BE INSPIRED

BE GRATEFUL

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS BRIDGE SUMMER LEARNING GAP 
IN A BIG WAY FOR UPSTATE YOUTH

Twenty members of Spartanburg County Clubs attended speed 
performance camps hosted by Spartanburg Day School in 
July. The camps were led by Jonathan Johnson, former 2004 
Olympic Trials and NCAA 800 meter track champion. Mem-
bers trained to improve speed, agility, mechanics, sprinting and 
strategy. Johnson also talked with Club members about the 
importance of setting goals and never giving up. 

Thanks to Holcombe Bomar, Spartanburg Day School and 
Johnathan Johnson “JJ” for making this great event possilbe 
for our young people. (Photo courtesy of Michael Justus, goup-
state.com/Spartanburg Herald-Journal. )

CLUB MEMBERS ATTEND SPEED PERFORMANCE 
CAMP AT SPARTANBURG DAY SCHOOL

Congratulations to Breana Dogan on 
being selected as Boys & Girls Clubs 
of the Upstate’s 2014 Teen Youth of the 
Year! Breana was a member of our Carv-
er Middle School Club for two years and 
is starting the 9th grade at Spartanburg 
High School’s Freshman Academy this 
week. She is an honor student, a mem-
ber of Battle of the Brains, marching 
band, and a Mobile Meals volunteer. 
She was a leader at her Boys & Girls 
Club where she served as Club Presi-
dent, and she looks forward to continu-
ing her service to Club via our Viking 
Keystone Club.

Breana attended the Spartanburg Sertoma Club luncheon last month where she accepted an award for and spoke on behalf of the 
Club. Breana says that Boys & Girls Club provides young people with “comfort and a great atmosphere to learn..on trips with the 
Club, everyone has a great time and everyone learns something that can benefit them.” Many thanks to Breana for representing 
our Clubs so well and best of luck at Spartan High!

Boys & Girls Clubs of the Upstate served over 700 children at 
nine locations this summer. We partnered with our host schools, 
churches, and many community partners to offer exciting and 
active learning experiences in our all day summer camps. Pic-
tured left, our Chesnee Club members explore the physical sci-
ence concepts of force and motion as they construct models in 
the classroom and visit the NASCAR museum and hall of fame 
in Charlotte. 

Chesnee Elementary Boys & Girls Club was one of five of our 
summer programs that offered an extended “Bridge” program 
that included project - based academic instruction led by certi-
fied teachers and  linked with exciting field studies. Other trips 
included: Daniel Stowe Botanical Gardens, Biltmore House, 
Georgia Aquarium, Linville Caverns, EdVenture and Children’s 
Museum of the Upstate among many others. 

Long summer days are a great time for other special programs 
at the Club including art, dance, drama, Zumba and yoga. 

Thanks to the following partners for helping provide a summer 
full of fun learning for Upstate youth: 21st Century Commu-
nity Learning Centers; SC Department of Education; Cherokee 
County Schools; Spartanburg Districts One, Two, Three and 
Seven; Mt. Moriah Baptist Church; Rotary Club of Spartanburg;  
Ballet Spartanburg and Spartanburg Science Center.

We are looking forward to a GREAT school year at Boys & Girls 
Clubs!

I’m a single mom and am able to work because 
of Boys & Girls Club. They meet so many of 
my son’s needs-academic, physical, creative, 
safety, good-citizenship and so much more. My 
schedule does not often allow me to provide 
these experiences for my child.
                                 -Club Parent

Lighting Bugs by Matthew Emory, 8 years old, Chesnee Club


